Provision for Pets in a Will
When writing your will, you are setting out your final wishes and quite rightly you will want to ensure that your loved ones are looked after following your death.  Pet owners will tell you that their pet animals provide them with unconditional love and companionship during their entire lifetime; is it therefore not understandable that pet owners will want to look after their pets? 

A survey finding that British pet owners plan to bequeath a staggering £26 billion to their pets confirms that we are a nation of animal lovers.
If you are thinking about making a will that benefits your pet there are a number of options available to you.
Friends or Relations
You can leave a set sum of money in your will directly to the person who has agreed to look after your pet.  This will help them to meet some of the bills and ongoing expenses they will no doubt incur, and also act as a thank you for agreeing to take on this role.  
Trust Fund

Alternatively, you can set up a trust fund for your pet.  This trust would allow your appointed trustees to pay any monies held within the trust and any income the trust generates for the benefit of your pet during their lifetime.  The main problem with such a trust is that the beneficiary can be unclear or uncertain.  

The trust itself must be drafted with care.  Family and friends often raise objections against trusts for the care of a pet incorporated into a will.  
Charity

The final option is to give money to a charity that deals with helping animals, and so benefits a wider number of animals as well as your own pets.  Animal charities should be contacted before drafting your will in order to find out about the schemes they offer including whether they care for or re-house your pet in return for being left a legacy in your will.  The organisation should be named and you must ensure that you can provide enough funds in the will to enable the organisation to care for your pet for the rest of its life.  
Many people have much loved animals and pets that they wish to ensure are correctly cared for after their death.  It is very important that people give proper thought to this and make their wishes clear when making their will.

For further advice on pets please contact Ellis Chapman at Kirbys on 10423 542000 or mail@kirbysllp.co.uk
