DON’T DELAY LIMITATION LURKS
The law is frequently all about setting boundaries to what may or may not be done or what may or may not be considered reasonable.  This is clearly necessary since we live in a complex society and it may come as no surprise to learn that not all people have the same attitude and approach to that which may be generally or objectively considered reasonable.  The law seeks to impose the latter.
Limitation of Actions

One area of law which may often be overlooked until it is too late and does set boundaries is frequently described by Lawyers as “limitation of actions”.  An action in this context means taking legal action or court process in a Civil Court.  In a nutshell if you delay taking action for one reason or another beyond the time limit set out in the legislation in particular the Limitation Act 1980 and case law you may well lose the right to take that action. Instead you may provide a proposed Defendant to an otherwise perfectly good legitimate and just claim with a “cast iron defence” to avoid it.  These limitation rules exist and Courts will not be able to assist a Claimant if the claim is “statute barred”.

Different Time Limits
The classic and perhaps most frequent example of this is the concept of squatting.  If you allow some third party or a group of people to squat on your land the trespass will become statute barred after a period of twelve years.  This is often called adverse possession and it simply means that the Limitation Act prevents the true or registered owner from bringing a court action to remove the trespasser.  The right is lost.  That is not to say twelve years is the general rule to all situations.  There are different time limits for different forms of contemplated actions. For example to claim for a personal injury arising from a third party’s negligence, the period is only three years.  For claims brought to resolve disputes founded in contract the period is likely to be six years.
Even these clear limitation periods have become a little blurred by the application of the rules by the courts of the statutory defences and indeed other issues within the statutes and case law concerning the precise time when the limit may begin.  For example when a person may be said to have became aware of an injury suffered as not all injuries or conditions are immediately apparent, as with industrial disease claims. 
The point is to take action as soon as possible if you feel you have a claim as delay can be fatal to the claim and result in injustice.  Moreover because the area concerned is complicated it may well be a good idea to seek legal advice before commencing action where the possibility of a defence based on limitation action may exist.
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